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— 3to OMeHb BawHaa yjiHKa,— nporoBopHA KopoAb, noTapaa 
pyKH.— Bee, hto mh ceroAHa cAbimaAH, no cpaBHeHHio c Heft 
SjieflHeeT. A Tenepb nycTb npnca>KHbie ogAyMaioT cBoe... 

Ho Ajinca He nana eMy KOHHHTb. 

— ECAH KTO-HHgyAb H3 HHX CyMeeT 0gT>aCHHTb MHe 3 TH CTH- 
xh, — CKa3ana A/inca, — a AaM eMy mecTb neHCOB. (3a nocAenHHe 
HecKOJibKO MHHyT OHa eme Bbipocjia, h Tenepb efi hhkto y>Ke He 
gbiA CTpameH.) — H yBepeHa, hto b hhx HeT HHKaKoro CMHcna! 

IlpHcajKHbie 3anHcajin: «OHa yBepeHa, hto b hhx HeT HHKaKo- 
ro CMHCJia», HO HHKTO H3 HHX He CAeAaA nOnbITKH og-bHCHHTb 
CTHXH. 

— Ecah b hhx HeT HHKaKoro CMbicJia,— cKa3aji KopoAb,— TeM 
Aynuie. Mojkho He nbiTaTbca hx og-bacHaTb. BnponeM... 

TyT oh noAOXKHA cthxh ce6e Ha kojichh, B3rjiaHyji Ha hhx 
oahhm r^a30M h npoH3Hec: 

— BnponeM, Koe-HTO a, KameTca, og'bacHHTb Mory, «...ho naa- 
B3Tb OH He MOXKeT...» 

H, noBepHyBHiHCb k BajieTy, KopoAb cnpocnji: 

— Tbi Be/ib He Moaeeuib nAaBaTb? 

BajieT rpycTHo noxanaji roAOBoft. 

— Kyzia MHe! — cxa3aA oh. (3to gbiAO BepHO — BeAb oh 6hji 
gyMaambift.) 

— Tax, — cKa3aa Kopojib h CHOBa ckaohhacb HaA cthx3mh. — 
«...3h3iot Bee Ha cBeTe», — sto oh, kohchho, o npHcajKHbix.— 
«H nan hm TpH, ohh HaM — naTb...» Tan bot hto oh c^ejiaji 
c KpeHiie^aMH! 

— Ho TaM CKa 3 aHO, hto «BCe BepHyAHCb k BaM onaTb»,~ 3 a- 
MeTHJia AjiHca. 

— KoHenHo, BepHyjiHCb, — 3aKpHHa.il 

KopoAb, c Top*ecTBOM yKa3biBaa Ha 6 aio- 
Ao c KpeHAejiaMH, CToam.ee Ha CTOJie.— 3 to 
oneBHAHo! «OHa, kohchho, ropaaa...»— 
npofiopMOTaji oh h B3TAHHyA Ha Kopojie- 
By. — Tbi pa3Be ropana, AymeHKa? 

— Hy hto Tbi, a Heo 6 binaHHO cnep- 
maHHa, — OTBeTHJia KopoAeBa h niBbipHy- 
Aa nepHHAbHHuy b Kpomny Bhaah. (Ben- 
Hara gbiAO 6 pocHA nncaTb no Aocxe najib- 
u,eM, o 6 Hapy>KHB, hto oh He ocTaBAaer Ha 
Aocxe HHKaKoro CAeAa, OAHano Tenepb no- 
cnemHA HanaTb nncaTb CHOBa, ogMarayB 
naAeu, b nepHHAa, cTeKaBiime y Hero c jih- 
ua.) 

110 


* 


i 


— «Py6nTb cnAena...» — 
npOHHTaA KopOAb H CHOBa 
B 3 rAHHyA Ha KopoAeBy — 

Pa 3 Be Tbi KorAa-HnCyAb py- 
6HiHb c nAena, AymeHKa? 

— HnKorAa,— CKa3aAa 
KopoAeBa. 

H, oTBepHyBmncb, 3aKpn- 
qana, yKa 3 biBaa naAbueM na 
6eAHoro Bhaah: 

— PygnTe eMy roAOBy! 

PoAOBy c nAen! 

— A-a, noHHMaio, — npo- 
H 3 Hec KopoAb. — Tbi y Hac 
py6uiub c nnen, a He c nnena! 

H OH C yAblgKOft OTAHAeA- 
ca. Bee moah3ah. 

— 3to KaAaMgyp! — 3 a- 
KpHH 3 A CepAHTO KopoAb. 

H Bee 3acMeaAHCb. 

— PlycTb npncamHbie pe- 
UiaiOT, BHHOBeH oh hah HeT, 

— npoH3Hec KopoAb b ABa- 
AAaTbiH pa 3 3 a stot AeHb. 

— HeT! — CKa3aAa KopoAeBa. — nycTb BbmocaT npnroBop! 
A BHHOBeH oh hah HeT — noTOM pa36epeMca! 

— Menyxa! — CKa 3 aAa rpoMKO AAHca. — Kax TOAbKO Taxoe 
b roAOBy MomeT npHHTn! 

MoAnaTb! — KpHKHyAa KopoAeBa, garpoBea. 

— H He noAyMaio! — OTBenaAa Anuca. 

— PygHTe eft roAOBy! — KpHKHyAa KopoAeBa bo Becb 
roAoc. 

Hhkto He ABHHyAca c MecTa. 

— KoMy Bbi cTpaniHbi? — cKa3aAa AAnca. (OHa yxxe BbipocAa 
no cBoero ogbiHHoro pocTa.) — Bbi BeAb Bcero-HaBcero KonoRa 
KapT! 

TyT BCe KapTbl nOAHHAHCb B B03AyX H nOAeTeAH AAHCe B AH- 
Ho. OHa BCKpnKHyAa noAyHcnyraHHO, noAymeBHO, npHHaAacb ot 
hhx OTgHBaTbca... h ogHapy>KHAa, hto aokht Ha gepery, roAOBoft 
y cecTpbi Ha KOAeHax, a Ta thxo CMaxHBaeT y Hee c Anna cyxne 
AHCTba, ynaBmne c AepeBa. 

— AAnca, MHAaa, npocHHCb,— cKa3aAa cecTpa.— Kax Tbi aoa- 
ro cnaAa! 
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